88                         LOCATION OF CAMP.

camp; but Hyginus enters into detail from which we can
give the profile of the breastworks and similar facts. Just
how far advanced the art was in the period of the Second
Punic War we must estimate. It is probable that the camp
was then about as carefully fortified as at any time prior to
Marius' day.

At the end of a day's march, in time of war, the Eomans
invariably fortified their camp. They calculated to finish
their distance in season to prepare the camp with all due care.
The position chosen was preferably quite open ground, near
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Excavation of Koman Camp on River Aisne.

forage, wood and water, and if possible on a slope, the front
of the camp facing downhill; such a location that the enemy
would have no place to plant an ambush near by. If ground
of this kind was not available, they camped wherever they way. The Romans were active in studying out the
